
“He’s Here!”
Mark 1:1-15

Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophets (1-8)
From Moses to Isaiah to John, God used prophets throughout history to point people to the truth of a 

future Messiah who would come to save God’s people. For thousands of years, Israel waited and hoped for the 
day that God would finally send the promised Messiah for His people. For thousands of years, God waited until 
the time was just right for the Messiah to come. God used Isaiah to point to John, and God used John to 
prepare the way for Jesus. John was the final sign that the time had come. John was the final prophet in the 
line of prophets that all pointed to the Messiah. John was faithful to fulfill his role in fulfilling the prophecies that 
would all be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophets and of all prophecy in Scripture. In 
fact, for Jesus to be the Messiah, He must fulfill the prophets. The point of the opening of Mark’s Gospel is 
clear: The Messiah is here, and the Messiah is Jesus! Today, we can believe in Jesus because Jesus is the 
fulfillment of hundreds of prophecies, written hundreds and thousands of years before He lived. Jesus is the 
only One who fulfills perfectly what God said the Messiah would fulfill. Jesus is the Son of God, and He is here!
1. Look up the cross-reference for Isaiah related verses 2-3. Read this passage in context in Isaiah. What are 

some other passages in Isaiah that are related to the Messiah. Why is it significant that God gave us these 
prophecies about the Messiah hundreds of years before Jesus?

2. What about prophecies that deal with the end of time and the final judgment? Is Jesus also the fulfillment 
of these prophecies? How can we be sure?

3. What is the significance of Jesus being the fulfillment of the prophets in terms of our view of Scripture 
today? How should it impact your trust in God and in His Word?

4. While the prophets and prophecy can be interesting to study, are there any dangers in studying prophecy? 
How can this be minimized or avoided based on the truth that Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophets?

Jesus is confirmed by the Father and the Spirit (9-11)
In obedience to God and for the benefit of all of us, Jesus allowed John to baptize Him in the Jordan 

River at the beginning of His ministry here on earth. Jesus didn’t need to be baptized. He was sinless! But 
Jesus wanted to be validated by the prophet who was sent to prepare the way for Him. Jesus needed to 
identify His life with our sin. Jesus wanted to set an example for us to follow in identifying our lives with Him, so 
Jesus was baptized. When He came up out of the water, one of the most beautiful and powerful testimonies of 
God occurred. The Father, in a voice from heaven, validated Jesus as His Son, and the Spirit, in the form of a 
dove, came upon Jesus in a symbol of validation and empowerment for ministry. In this moment, witnessed by 
John the Baptist and those gathered by the Jordan River that day, the identity of Jesus was confirmed in a 
clear and undeniable way. Jesus was confirmed by the very presence and voice of God. Today, we should 
believe in Jesus because Jesus is the One who was publicly and clearly confirmed by the Father and the Spirit. 
Jesus is the Son of God, and He is here!
1. Look up the parallel passages of the baptism of Jesus in Matthew and in Luke. Take a minute to read these 

passages along with the record of His baptism in Mark. Imagine being there that day. How would you have 
reacted? What would you have thought about Jesus?

2. Discuss the mode of Jesus’ baptism. Based on the accounts of His baptism that you just read, was Jesus 
immersed in the water or just sprinkled with the water? Why does the mode of baptism matter? What’s 
significant about the picture of baptism by immersion?



3. Why was Jesus baptized? He was sinless, so He didn’t need it for His “sin.” Can your group think of and 
discuss a few of the reasons for the baptism of Jesus, considering the significance of His baptism as it 
relates to us today?

4. Do you know people who need to take the step of obedience in baptism in their lives? What’s holding them 
back? Take time to pray for them in your group and to encourage them in the week to come.

Jesus is the conqueror of Satan and sin (12-13)
The Gospel of Mark takes us immediately into the wilderness with Jesus, where for forty days Jesus 

was tempted by Satan. While the details of Jesus’ temptation are absent from the Gospel of Mark, the 
assumption is that Jesus was only tempted. Satan didn’t conquer Jesus because the temptation was only for a 
limited period of time. Satan didn’t conquer Jesus because there’s no indication that Jesus succumbed to 
temptations. In fact, what is clear is that Jesus was protected and provided for by God during this period of 
temptation. The Gospels of Matthew and Luke reveal more clearly that Jesus didn’t just avoid Satan’s 
temptation, but Jesus conquered Satan in the wilderness. Jesus overcame Satan’s temptations, remaining 
sinless and through his sinlessness conquering sin for you and for me. Jesus conquered Satan and sin in the 
wilderness, and there’s only one person that can conquer Satan and sin: God! Today, we must believe in Jesus 
because Jesus is the only person who has conquered Satan and sin. Jesus is our only hope against our 
hopeless effort to conquer Satan and sin in our lives. Jesus is the Son of God, and He is here!
1. Look up the parallel passages of the temptation of Jesus in Matthew and in Luke. Take a minute to read 

these passages along with the account of the temptation of Jesus from the Gospel of Mark. Why was the 
temptation of Jesus so important for the preparation of His ministry?

2. In what ways was Jesus tempted like we are?
3. How did Jesus resist and fight against the temptations from Satan in His life? Discuss how you can apply 

the things that you’ve discussed to your lives.
4. How is the defeat of Satan and sin important for the work of Jesus on the cross?

Jesus is the messenger of the glorious Gospel (14-15)
From the beginning of His ministry, the priority of Jesus was the task of preaching the Gospel of God. 

Jesus entered into Galilee, and His message was simple but profound: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” The message of Jesus wasn’t long and complex, rather it 
was short and clear. However, the message of Jesus was profound. If the time is fulfilled, then that means that 
the Messiah has arrived! Jesus as the messenger of this message was the Messiah bringing the long awaited 
hope of salvation to God’s people. If the kingdom of God is at hand, then that means that the King of the 
Kingdom is at hand. Jesus as the messenger of this message was the King bringing the long awaited Kingdom 
of God to earth. In other words, the message of Jesus was simple but profound. His message meant that either 
He was crazy, or He was the King! Another important thing about the message of Jesus was that His message 
demanded a response. His message could not just be interesting news. The message of Jesus had to be 
accepted or rejected. This was the call of Jesus in His preaching of the Gospel of God. Jesus called for the 
people that heard His message to repent and to believe because Jesus was bringing the final message of real 
hope and salvation from God. Jesus was the messenger and the message! Today, the Words of Jesus still call 
for a response of repentance and belief. Today, Jesus is still the messenger of the glorious Gospel of God. 
Jesus is the Son of God, and He is here! How will you respond?
1. The ministry of Jesus began with a focus on preaching, and this continued to be His focus all of the way to 

the cross, getting the gospel of God to people in this world. What does this say about the continued work of 
the church, which is the body of Jesus Christ in the world still today?

2. Think about how radical the message of Jesus was to those who first heard it. How would they have 
interpreted the claims of Jesus about the Kingdom of God?

3. Jesus called for a response to His message. The response included repentance and belief.
A. What is repentance? Why is repentance important?
B. What is belief? What or who is Jesus asking them to believe in?

4. Close in prayer for God to reveal Jesus through Gospel of Mark this year. Pray that God would fill our pews 
with people who need Jesus and need to grow in Jesus in their lives. Pray for many responses of 
repentance and belief in the hearts of those who hear!


